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13 May 2005
Senior Student of the Week – Dayna McIvor for excellent descriptive writing.
Junior Student of the Week – Simone Miller for writing amazing stories this week.
Senior Room  - This week the senior room have been publishing their letters home from the war. You can read Dayna’s later in this newsletter. Kathy Martin has been in for two days relieving and did some wonderful leaf prints with the students. The whole school went out and had a bit of fun in all the autumn leaves and then wrote poems to go with the leaf prints
Junior Room – We have now got the programme up and running so the class has been abuzz with reading, writing and maths.  We wrote an autumn poem with the help of Mrs Hewlett.
Next week, we will be getting into our Space unit.  This will be very exciting – watch this space for ‘out of this world’ developments in the next few weeks.

Principal Report

This week I completed the final part of the Education Outside the Classroom workshops. These workshops looked at the legal and ethical responsibilities of BOT’s and principals to keep students safe when working outside the school and to also look at the purpose of school trips and camps. 

Hamish and I have both been in Gore all day today attending the next numeracy workshop. 

Next week I am in Invercargill Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for a Principal induction course at the Southland College of Education.  

It was great to see our School featuring in the Ensign twice this week. You can see the documentary we were part of on TV One Monday May 16th at 8.30pm.  

On Tuesday morning the students will all be presented with a safety vest to wear to and from school and on any school trips. Thank you to Sue Miller for organizing these vests free of charge to the school.

Hamish has been preparing the students for the cross country and they are all fit and eager to run. Let’s hope the good weather stays around for a while yet.

Shona Hewlett

Cross Country  - TUESDAY 17 May
· Parents need to arrange transport to Willowbank for their child/ren.  

· Children need to be picked up from the school at 12 noon. 
· Footwear – please ensure all children have suitable footwear for running over uneven ground.
· An extra ‘helper’ is needed from Otama to help officiate at one of the points around the cross country track.  Please let Mrs Hewlett know if you are available.  (If more than one person volunteered, then the work could be shared so parents can watch their own children race.)

· Does anyone have a groundsheet we could borrow for the children to sit on while waiting for their race?  Please contact the school on Monday.

· If necessary, a postponement will be called by 10.00ish. If postponed on Tuesday, it will be held on Friday 20th. 

· Parking – 4WD parking available in paddock off Waikaka-Maitland road.  Car parking is on road sides.  Please ensure you maintain access ways to farmer’s gates etc.

Newzild - The Story Of New Zealand English 
Be sure to tune in to see the children of Otama School featuring in this programme featuring our Southland ‘RRR’ on Monday, TV One at 8.30pm.
Banana Club

If your child is going to Banana Club (and therefore not going on the bus) you need to inform the school of this.  The note that parents filled in and returned to school was for the Banana Club organizers and does not suffice as notification to the school.  Staff need to be certain who is meant to be going on the bus, and who has alternative arrangements.

Lost Property

Every day after school there is a large array of clothing and footwear left at school.  Please speak to your child about the need to be responsible for their belongings.  We will reinforce this at school.  If some of your child’s clothing is missing, please call at school to see if it is here.

Kidzone Festival

The ILT Kidzone Festival will run daily from July 15-18 at James Hargest College from 10.30am to 3.30pm. (School holidays).  It will cater for ages 2 – 13 yrs including:

· Painting, pottery, karaoke, kendo

· Pantomime, magic, clowning

Mark the dates on your calendars; for further information email: angela@ventuesouthalnd.co.nz
Waikaka Quiz nights
Please find attached a copy of the team roster for the Waikaka quiz nights. Please remember to find a replacement if your are unable to take part on the night you are rostered!!!


Dear Mother and Father.

It is very loud here Mother. It's really smoky from the bombs and guns. 

I can hear shells exploding everywhere. I'm very hungry and the food here is vile.

We always have stew.  It feels like glass when you sit down. 

I saw lots of rats I hope they don't jump on me. I know I scared mother and father.

I'm scared that I will get killed. My neck is very sore from standing up and sleeping in the trenches.

The planes are very noisy. I hope I get back from this war.

I hope things are going good at your house.

Love Ben.
(by Dayna)
Autumn Leaves 
The leaves crunchy like a potato chip,

ducks quaking, waves in the sea, train engine,

crunchy bar.

The leaves like my mum’s hazel eyes,

green limes, a rainbow,

spiky thistles, the red hot fire,

yellow stars, boiling larva

The leaves flutter down like snow,

Shooting stars fall like the waves.
(Written by the Junior Room)
