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1 April 2005 
Senior Student of the Week – Scott Watson for his interesting research about eyes.
Junior Student of the Week – Rosie Smith for her great work in reading.
Principal Report

I hope everyone had a fun Easter break which included plenty of chocolate. It is hard to believe we are almost at the end of term one. All the students have worked hard to complete a science investigation and these will be presented in class on Wednesday 13th of April between 9.45 and 10.30 we would like to invite parents, grandparents and friends of the school to be there. This is a great opportunity to see all the work your children have done this term. 

Thank you to the parents who donated paint for the display boards and a big thank you to Helena Beal-Harris for painting them for me. 

Congratulations to Alice for her great results at the Eastern sports.

All the numeracy testing for both classes has now been completed and Cindy and I are looking forward to implementing it in the classroom next term.

I will be in Cromwell on a course next Thursday and Friday and Cindy will be at Knapdale with all the students. Thank you to the parents who have offered to help on those two days. 

Shona 

Senior Room - We would like to welcome Ryan, Kate and Dayna into the senior room.  The senior room has been very busy finishing their projects and writing speeches ready to present them to an audience in the last week of this term. We have also written biopoems and you can read some later in the newsletter.

Junior Room – This week we have learnt about rhyming words, and written our own poems.  We have all enjoyed the Easter break, and the children have come back with some energy to last the rest of the term.
Board of Trustees AGM

The Annual meeting for the Board of Trustees will be on Wednesday 4 May starting at 7.30pm.  After the business has been completed, Shona and Cindy will outline the aims and implementation of the ‘Numeracy Project’ which is a new style of teaching maths that is being adopted at Otama School. 

Everyone is warmly invited, and encouraged to attend so you can understand the teaching process that your children are receiving.

Mini-Ball (modified basketball)

Games will start on Tuesday 3 May at the Archer Stadium, Gore.  

· Suitable for children Year 4 and older.

· Great opportunity for children to develop ball skills and teambuilding
· Games 10 min each way, teams of approx 7 players. (5 on court at a time + subs)

· Possibility of joining with Knapdale so 2 teams (Junior and Senior) can be entered.

· Subs $15 per player.

Please send a note to school indicating your child/ren’s interest by next Wednesday (6 April) or phone Tracey (208 0705)

Welcome/Get-Together Friday 15 April

Here we are fast approaching the end of the first term and we still haven’t managed that ‘Welcome’ BBQ for Shona Hewlett and her family. However the Board would like to invite everyone to an informal BBQ/picnic on the last day of term, Friday 15 April. This is also an opportunity to meet and welcome the new (and prospective) school families of Otama School.  Please bring meat and a salad to share.
Meningicoccal B Vaccination Programme

As you may have heard via the media, the school based vaccination programme is due to commence in Southland on 30 May, however, we are unsure when the children of Otama School will be vaccinated.  We will keep you updated as we hear any further details.

Swimming Pool

The swimming pool is now closed for the 2004/05 season.  The water will not be treated so for safety reasons, please do not use the pool again this season.

All pool keys need to be returned as soon as possible to the school, or keyholders will be charged for a replacement key.

Old Desks

If anyone would like an older style wooden school desk (Lift-lid), a few surplus ones are available but you will need to contact Tracey Watson (208 0705) this weekend to arrange a pick up.

BIOPOEMS FROM 2 STUDENTS
Sister of Jacob
Who is friendly, careful and good

Who dreams to be a netball player

Who loves Bess, family and my kitten

Who feels happy with my friends

Who needs Bess, cats, dogs and TV

Who gives love to my family, and helps animals

Who fears the house on fire, cliffs

Who believes in magic

Who would like to be a singer

Who plans to go to Disneyland

I am a girl, I play mini-ball.

Sister of Emma, Roan, Ruby, Dárcy & Reece

Who is a good hockey player, a funny person
Who dreams of wolves and beautiful flowers

Who loves family, Jesus, and my pup

Who feels nice with friends, happy with family

Who needs new shoes, strawberries, a cuddly dolphin

Who gives my favourite dog a cuddle

Who fears maggots, mice and monsters

Who believes in Jesus, Mum, Dad, brother and sisters

Who would like to be rockstar or moviestar

Who plans to go to China and Africa

I am a girl that has orange and red hair, I like to do the garden with mum and help Dad clean up the garage.

