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15 April 2005
Final newsletter for Term One
Senior Student of the Week – Georgia Holz for always being helpful and friendly.
Junior Student of the Week – Jonathon Wallace for his hard work learning his part in the class play.
Junior Room – The last week of term has been very hectic, but we have managed to finish all our work and strip our classroom as well.  Liam Arthur, Phoebe Miller and Hannah McStay have all settled well into their school visits, and we look forward to them all starting school in May.  All of the juniors were very proud of their excellent work on the ‘Body’ speeches.  They did a fantastic job of sharing their investigations.  Thank you to all the mums who have given up so much of their time this week to help prepare the library and my classroom for the renovations.  The juniors are very excited about their ‘new classroom’!
Cross Country
The Combined School Cross Country is to be held at Willowbank on Tuesday 17th May.  More details will be available early next term, but please encourage your child/ren to work on their fitness levels during the holidays.

Painting Shirts

We need some more shirts suitable to be used as over-shirts for when the children are painting.  Please send them to school next term, or drop them in during school time.
Board of Trustees Meeting
The monthly Board of Trustees meeting (not AGM) will be on Tuesday 26 April, 8pm at the school.  The meeting is open to everyone and anyone interested is most welcome.

ANZAC Poppies – see note attached
Parent Workshop – The Good Man Project

A seminar open to all parents/caregivers in Eastern Southland.  The Good Man Project looks at some key findings about raising boys and is presented by Celia Lashlie.  It will be held at Gore High School, entry by gold coin donation.

Please phone the school to register your interest.  Numbers strictly limited.  (ph 208 9130)

Pool Keys

Please remember to return your pool key as soon as possible.

Scrap Metal Drive

The Waikaka Squash Club is collecting scrap metal as a fundraiser. So, clean out the workshop, under the trees etc and contact Fred Sutherland  (207 2770) if you have anything you want rid of.

Please note that they are not taking car bodies, whiteware or corrugated iron.

Waikaka Junior Rugby

Remember the Opening Day at the Gore Showgrounds tomorrow.  Start time 10am.

Waikaka Arts & Crafts

The Annual Exhibition will open on Friday 11 November, and they are inviting arts & crafts people in the community to contact them if they would like to exhibit in it.  Please contact Annette Ferguson ph 207 2764.
Holiday Programmes

Gore Library – Tues/Thurs each week staring at 10.30 – 11.30am. Contact library for programme details (208 8898)

Ice-Skating – learn to Skate.  19th – 23rd  April, 11am to noon.  $25 (incl skate hire).  Book at Multisport Complex (ph 208 8888)

Netball – 19-22 April at Stadium Southland. 9am-3pm, suitable for 5-8yr.  $25 per day.  Enquiries to 0800 622 557.

Sport Southland -  Soccer/Swimming/Ice-skating/cycling/Touch/Golf/Bushwalk etc

26-28 April, 10am – 3pm, suitable for 5-13yr.  Contact Katie or Dean at Community Connection Centre, Mersey ST, Gore. (ph 208 3846)

Remember:

BBQ/Picnic at school tonight, starting approx 5pm.  Please bring food/refreshments to share and your own utensils.

Quote:
Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted. (Albert Einstein)

Principals Report Term One 2005

What a busy term and it seems to have flown by very quickly. Thank you to the parents, grandparents and friends of the school who have shown an interest and involvement in the school this term. 

Thank you to Cindy, Sarah and the BOT for their support and guidance throughout this term, it has definitely made my job a lot easier. 

Over the holidays the renovation work in the junior room is starting and there is great excitement amongst the juniors. While this is happening I will be in Auckland for the First Time Principals Course. I will be back at school in the second week if you need to contact me.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the smooth running of the school and offered help on various occasions.  A special thank you must go to Merle Miller for her continued support of the reading programme, Bob Miller for keeping the grounds looking good, Kay Lawton and Mike Solari for Bible in Schools. 

This term has seen the beginning of some initiatives with Knapdale School with the first of these being the 2 day Maori Programme. This was an educational and social success for all students. Without the skills, organisation and support of Kay Lawton, Lou Ramage, Raewyn Ramage, Wai Edwards, Asher Elkington  and Mason Cairns this day would not have been possible. These very capable people have offered to give up their time one day a term for the rest of the year to support our Maori Programme.

It was great to see so many parents and grandparents at school for the science presentations I am sure you were all proud of the children’s efforts.

To build on the public speaking skills we will have a speech competition next term.

Next term the major theme is Space-What’s Out There? Early in the term we will travel to the observatory in Invercargill with Knapdale school. The juniors will go together on one night and the seniors on another and our space expert will be Lloyd Esler, he will take both groups.

The senior room  will take part in the school music festival in term 2. This involves every school in  Eastern Southland and all items are group items by the massed choir. Peter Cairns will conduct the choir.

In the third term the senior rooms at Knapdale and Otama will go to Arrowtown on Camp for three days. The focus for this is gold mining.

I hope you all have a restful holiday and come back rejuvenated for next term. 

Thank you

Shona Hewlett

