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18 February 2005
Senior Student of the Week – James Martin for his amazing writing

Junior Student of the Week​ – Ryan Carter for tremendous descriptive writing.

SCHOOL NEWS

This week the whole school have been battling the weather to try and prepare for athletics. We have been lucky enough to have Doug Dixey come in and coach shot put and discus and Caroline Cooke coaching high jump. 

Cindy and I have been moderating the students writing against national exemplars and this will help us to focus on the needs of the students and we can to the specific needs to improve their writing.

Senior Room – This week the students have been working on improving their writing and as you can see from the pieces in the newsletter there have been some great results. We have been learning about the bones in our body and why we need them. We have been learning the song bones and a waiata to help learn the body parts in Maori. 

Junior Room – We have had another very busy week.  I have Reading tested most of the juniors – and will complete this next week.  The Yr2 & Yr 3 children have worked well on learning about bar graphs and pictographs, and next week we will try creating some of their own.

Boys and Girls Ag & Science Field Day

To be on Monday!!

This is considered a school day and all children are expected to attend this day.  All children need to supervised for the day by a parent or caregiver as teaching staff are not able to ‘be in all places at all times’ and so cannot take responsibility of the safety of the children.  If children do not attend the Field Day, an absence note will need to be provided the following day.

A reminder to parents to please check the roster that was sent home last week for the times that you ‘on duty’ at the Dog section - if you are not able to be available at the time allocated, then please provide a replacement for yourself, or change with another parent.

You will find a programme and site plan attached to this newsletter.  

2 adults (preferably men) are required on Sunday for a working-bee to set up for the Ag day.  If you are available and prepared to help, please contact Tracey (208 0705) 

Athletics 

A reminder that the Combined Schools Athletics day will be held at Waikaka on Friday 25 February.  Sports uniforms will be handed out next week.  

This year Otama is responsible for running the Boys High Jump and we will be needing some parent helpers to assist throughout the day.  Please contact the school to let them know what time would suit you best.  A newsletter with more detailed will be sent home as soon as the details are available.

BoT Meeting

Please note that the next meeting of the Board of Trustees has been changed from 22 February and will now be on 1 March starting at 8pm.  A reminder that if you have an issue you would like addressed, please contact a Board member or alternatively, you are most welcome to attend any BoT meeting.

Bus

As you are probably aware, there have been changes with bus drivers.  In the meantime, please leave a message on the bus cellphone (025 690 2636) if your child is not going to be on the bus in the morning.  For changes in afternoon bus arrangements, please contact the school.

ASB Community Charity Evening – Friday 11 March

As you will see on the attached flier, ASB is having an evening fundraiser for local charities (eg Otama School).

To show our appreciation of ASB’s continuing support of our Golf Classic, it would be great to get a group together to enjoy this evening and there’s every chance our school may benefit.

Please ring Tracey before Wednesday 23rd February so we can book some tickets. (ph 208 0705)

Aerobics

Aerobics at Otama Hall on Tuesday and Thursday nights at 8pm starting next
week. Trained instructor Hillary. Bring a towel or mat to lie on and a
bottle of drink.

For any other details contact Corinna on 03 208 9424. All welcome

Junior Trail Ride – Sunday 20 February

Loop design and Pee Wee paddock.  Ride starts and finishes James and Jane Paterson’s property 471 Maher Rd, Wendonside.  For more info contact J Paterson 202 7771


My Dad

Nothing like this man would ever have been seen on the main street of any city.  He is mildly short, with snow-white hair dying into a light grey colour.  Blue eyes the colour of a raging torrent and skin the colour of sand.  Sometimes in summer after tea, when the sun is glowing red, he goes out to do farm work for at least another hour.  Dad has a love for helicopters because one of our neighbours has one.  Every day after work Dad gets a beer from the fridge and practically falls into his torn chair.  Sometimes, in winter, Dad goes up to Coronet Peak with his friends to ski and sometimes with his family.  He wears a green woolly jumper and his favourite tatty blue jeans.  At work he wears a pair of brown shiny boots and an old polyester cap, which is always saturated in sweat.  Dad only dislikes three things: naughty children, naughty dogs and naughty sheep.

My Dad has a good sense of humour and he is never shy.  This man is my one and only DAD!!!

(Written by James Martin)

