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Senior Student of the Week – Vin McIvor for being a quiet conscientious worker.

Junior Student of the Week  - Jacob Beal-Harris for an awesome week of hard work

Junior Room - We have had a busy first week at school, full of lots of art, and setting up the classroom. It is great to see the children all enthusiastic for another year at school. We have welcomed Callum Carter to our classroom this week, and the children have settled back into the routines of school very quickly. Our topic at the moment is ‘All About Me’ -an integrated maths and English unit about our likes, dislikes, and who we are. 
 

 

Principal’s Bit

Welcome back to the new school year. I would like to thank the parents, BOT, students, Sarah and Cindy for making me feel welcome and helping me to make the sometimes tricky transition to teaching principal. 

With this fabulous weather both classes have been able to go swimming everyday. It certainly cools the children down.

Thank you to Bob Miller for keeping the grounds looking so tidy over the holiday break and Merle Miller for offering her experience and skills to help out at school again this year. 

It is great to be able to welcome Robert Gregory to our school.  Robert is in Year 6 and has transferred from West Gore.

I have attached a copy of the complaints policy to this newsletter so you will know the correct procedure to go through if you have any concerns. Please feel free to come into school and discuss your child’s progress at any time. 

Assembly is held every Friday and you are welcome to come and watch as some of the children present work each week.

The children have been very excited about the visit from TVNZ today. It is a great opportunity for the children to see a television crew at work and for the rest of New Zealand to see how fabulous the children at Otama School are. 

Have a great weekend and fingers crossed for fine weather.

Shona Hewlett

Get-together BBQ

There is to be an informal BBQ/picnic to meet and welcome Shona Hewlett and her family on Thursday 10th February at the Otamita Bridge beach from 6pm on.  Please bring your own food and refreshments.  This invitation is also extended to the wider Otama community.

Boys and Girls Agriculture and Science Day

To be on Monday 21 February.  Once again Otama is to be in charge of the Dog section.  A roster of parent helpers will be sent home next week.

Please send a note to school if your child has a flower/vegetable garden that needs to be judged!!

Athletics Day

The date has yet to be confirmed, but we will let you know as soon as possible. (Most likely to be in early March)

Book Club

Book club orders close Friday 11th. Spare forms are available at the school.

School Photos

There are still some copies of the school photo from last year.  If you ordered one and haven’t picked it up yet, please send $10 to school.

Policies

Please find attached a copy of the Making and Handling of Complaints Policy (draft).  The Board is required to circulate this for community consultation.  If you have any comments to make about the draft policy please contact the Principal or Board Chairperson (T Watson, ph 2080 705).

There is also a copy of the Consent Form for Administering Medications at School attached.  Please note that this form needs to be completed and forwarded to school anytime that a child requires any kind of medication at school. 

If your child has self-administered medications (eg inhaler) you must complete this form annually and inform the school by telephone if the child carries this medication on them.

We stress the need for you to co-operate with these requirements in the interest of our children’s safety at school.

School House

The schoolhouse is now available for rent ($95 per week).  If you know of anyone that would be interested, please contact Tracey 208 0705

Board of Trustees Meetings

The Board of Trustee meetings are set to be the last Tuesday of each month.  If you have any matters you would like raised, please contact any of the Board members listed on the School telephone list, or alternatively, you are always most welcome to attend any of the meetings.

From time to time, the meeting dates may change but we will advertise these changes in the newsletter.

Banana Club

Notice attached.  Starting 25 February.  Please return consent form if your child/ren are wanting to attend.

A new feature for our newsletter is the inclusion of samples of some of the children’s work in the newsletter.  This is a poem by Hadon smith.

The Strawberry and Cream Ice Cream

Remember that time when the day was hot and I went to the pool and the water was too warm so I went to the waterfall and the water was cold. Just right for my sweating body.

That was summer.

Remember when I got a strawberry and cream ice cream and sat under a tree I felt like dipping my fingers in the ice cream and rubbing it on my sweating body.

That was summer.

By Hadon

